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A Discourse Beyond “Wife Batterers:”
An Institutional Ethnographic Analysis of Men
in the Batterer Prevention Program

Wen-hui Anna Tang

Department of Sociology, and Center for General Education,
National Sun Yat-sen University

Pei-Ru Liao

Center for General Education, National Pingtung University of
Science and Technology

This paper analyzes wife batterers through the lens of Institutional
Ethnography. Using field observations in focus groups and in-depth
interviews, the researchers investigate the institutional realities constructed
by the Domestic Violence Prevention Program and the ruling relations
surrounding the professionals and wife batterers. The narratives of these
wife batterers reveal that there are experiences of disjunctures between the
lived experiences of wife batterers’ marriages and the professionals within
institutional realities. From these wife batterers’ experiences of
disjunctures, this paper demonstrates four perspectives within the
institutional discourse of the Domestic Violence Prevention Program: (1)
the institutional discourse of social work focuses on protecting the battered
women, (2) the institutional discourse of the legal system emphasizes
punishing violence, (3) the institutional discourse of the medical system
targets behavioral corrections, and (4) the institutional discourse of
feminism sees battering as a gender-based problem. Initiated by the feminist
agenda, the process of the institutionalization of domestic violence
prevention takes place with assistance from the legal system, the medical
system, and social workers. These institutional discourses reveal that
professionals tend to view those men with conservative gender values as
finding excuses for violent behaviors. The findings of this study indicate
that the current Program fails to deconstruct the connections between
violence and masculinity, because violence and a certain type of masculinity
are products of patriarchy. This paper shows that the ideological practices
of “protecting women” might simply label men as abusers, but fail to build
trust between men and the professionals. To conclude, the researchers argue
that it is important to consider masculinity, class, and violence from a
gendered perspective when designing the Batterer Prevention Program to
lower the recidivism rate.

Keywords: Institutional Ethnography, lived experiences, disjunctures,
ruling relations, ideological practices
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1 )& X % “Concepts, when they operate in this technical way, are not simply descriptive
linguistic conventions, they organize the social construction of knowledge: ways of thinking
about, defining and giving abstract and generalized meaning to our particular experience.
Knowledge, thus produced, provides for particular courses of action.”
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R ERERE R - BEAR ez 2 [ 8RS
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